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addressing me: " Do you suppose that dreams could have
a meaning? "
." Well/' I said, " there are certain, meaningful dreams/'
" But what do you suppose such a dream could mean ? "
he asked sharply, with a certain nervous twitch in his face.
I said:
" Did you notice anything in particular about this young
major ? What did he look like ?"
" He looked like myself, when I was still a young major/'
said he.
" Well then/' I said, " it looks as if you had forgotten or
lost something of which you were still capable when you
were a young major. Apparently the dream calls your
attention to it/;
He thought awhile, then he burst out, "That's it, you have
it! When I was a young major, I was interested in the fine
arts, but afterwards my interest was swamped in an ever-
increasing flood of routine work/1 Then he kept absolutely
silent, and nothing more was said. After dinner I had a
chance to converse with the man whom I took to be the
adjutant. He confirmed my guess at the old man's rank
and he told me, moreover, that I had obviously touched a
sore spot, as the general was known and feared as a red-tapist
who meddled in even trifling matters with which he should
not interfere.
For the general attitude of this man it certainly would
have been better if he had kept and cultivated some outside
interests, in order not to be drowned in mere routine which
was neither in his own interest nor in that of his calling.
If I had analysed this officer, I should have shown him
that it would be a wise course to assimilate the dream allegory.
He thus would have been enabled to see his mistake, and to
correct it. Dreams are of inestimable value in this respect
if you can keep away from any theoretical prejudice, as for
instance, that they must always have a sexual significance,
or other morally incompatible contents. You even defeat your

